The Law School Business: An Institutional Analysis of the Plight of American Legal Education
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EAEEA, ATEN R R E R H AR HIRR G . “BA MRS, RV, TARERRIE B
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TNH, IX T R IR R — MR Bk R, AR A S TREE AL, PARAZ D RE 8 AL 1 22 25 125
HHE 22 RNATIE R,

A SR BN SR EA R, ZF 0T LM et 0 a2 25 2 ik . AR A SRR 3
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KIS (Ph.D 2N — TR 5 28 8 AR [AIA REARTS ) « AR AR 2 WL2x A TR & 1 feolle XUR: (7
2, A Ph.D. A AR AT A 24 /N, A SO R 22U R A SR BR AL 1 28 B 22 4F LR — B AR AR,
#Ph.D.EM A ol Te 4 S AN | B0 L 2 SRR SS RN TR &, b 2 Al o th AR 2
X, A E TN LS 28], FA ERA IR . 52 BEEEEE, H U0 AR
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Abstract: American legal education plays important roles in legal globalization. However, American law schools
have been encountering various problems in past decades, and the problems turn to be a crisis after the 2008
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economic bust. ABA’s accreditation power on law school monopolizes legal education market, and in turn spurs the
cost of legal education and service to an unreasonable high level. Hence a very fat profit for legal educators among
other legal professionals. Even the U.S. DOJ’s antitrust litigation and sanction against ABA hadn't recovered a fair
legal education market. In the past century, as the key actor in legal education system, law professors decreased their
teaching load substantially, and increased their salary generously, which explained the dramatically growing law
school tuition. American law schools’ affiliation with universities in mid-19th century began the process of a
transformation— the social function of law school has been changing from professional training to academic
research. The tension between theory and practice distorted law schools significantly. Fashionable interdisciplinary
legal studies not only distances real world judicial activities, but also devaluated teaching work as a duty of law
professors. Its consequences include the harm to student’s interest, and more generally, to social justice in the sense
that legal educators collect money from the whole society in a way against their professional ethics.

Key Words: law school, legal education, social function, salary, teaching load
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